Marycrest

Sisters of St. Francis

In 1835, Catherine Damen, a Dutch peasant who devoted herself to teaching religion and caring for the
poor and sick, founded the Sisters of St. Francis of
Penance and Christian Charity. The Order sought to
follow the example of St. Francis, with Sisters taking
a vow of poverty and dedicating their lives in service
to God and their communities with unfailing charity
and humility. The Sisters first arrived in the United
States in 1874, settling in Buffalo, New York. The work
of the Order quickly spread throughout the country,
with missions in West Virginia, Ohio, Nebraska,
South Dakota, North Dakota, Colorado, Oregon,
Washington, and California.
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Mother Catherine Magdalene Damen,
founder of the Sisters of St. Francis.

The first Sisters came to Denver in 1917,
teaching at St. Elizabeth’s School. Division of
the North American Province in 1938 required
a new site to serve as headquarters for the
Denver-based Sacred Heart Province. On May
4, 1938, Mother Lidwina Jacobs purchased entrepreneur John
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